St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
HOLY COMMUNION

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 8, 2024

You are welcome here! As a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the ELCA, we
believe that the gospel is God’s gift to all people, shared unconditionally and without
regard to race, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic
or family status, age, physical or mental abilities, outward appearance, or religious
affiliation. We seek racial equality and justice. In this way, we live into the truth writ-
ten in Ephesians (2:14)—that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between us and
makes us one.

Gathering

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude: Prelude in g minor Bach
Welcome
Joys & Concerns

** Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing.

Silence is kept for reflection.



Gracious God,

have mercy on us.

We confess that we have honored you with our lips,
but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues.
The cravings at war within us

cause conflicts and disputes.

In our desire to be first

we make distinctions among ourselves.

We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last.
In your great mercy, forgive us our sins.

Draw near to us with grace in time of need,

and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God promises to forgive our iniquity
and to remember our sin no more.
By grace you have been saved.

In the name of # Jesus Christ,

the source of eternal healing,

your sins are forgiven. Amen.

** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Gathering Hymn

ELW 716

Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace
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1 Lord of all na - tions, grant me grace to love all
2 Break down the  wall that would di - vide thy chil - dren,
3 For - give me, Lord, where 1 have erred by love - less
4 Give me thy cour - age, Lord, to speak  when-ev - er
5 With thine own love may I be filled and by thy
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peo - ple, ev - ry race; and in each per - son may I
Lord, on ev - 'ty side. My neigh-bor’s good let me pur -
act and thought-less word. Make me to  see the wrong I
strong op - press the  weak. Should I my - self the vic - tim
Ho - ly Spir - it willed, that all 1 touch, wher-e’er 1|
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see my kin - dred, loved, re - deemed by thee.
sue; let Chris - tian love bind warm and true.
do will cru - ¢ - fy my Lord a - new.
be, help me for - give, re - mem - bring thee.
be, may be di - vine - ly touched by thee.

Text: Olive Wise Spannaus, b. 1916, alt.
Music: BEATUS VIR, Samotulsky Kanciondl, 1561
Text © 1969 Concordia Publishing House.

** Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

** Hymn of Praise
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa - ther of sur - pass-ing worth:

Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a-bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir -it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.

Page 4



** Prayer of the Day
Assisting Minister leads the prayer of the day and the assembly responds: Amen.

Word

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

First Reading James 2:1-10, 14-17
Word of God, Word of Life.

Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 146
Praise the LORD!

Praise the LORD, O my soul!

2] will praise the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God all my life long.

>Do not put your trust in princes,
in mortals, in whom there is no help.

‘When their breath departs, they return to the earth;
on that very day their plans perish.

*Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LORD their God,

who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them;
who keeps faith forever;

"who executes justice for the oppressed;
who gives food to the hungry.
The LORD sets the prisoners free;

8the LORD opens the eyes of the blind.
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
the LORD loves the righteous.

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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°The LORD watches over the strangers;
he upholds the orphan and the widow,
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.

19The LORD will reign forever,
your God, O Zion, for all generations.

Praise the LORD!
** Gospel Acclamation
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.
** Gospel Mark 7:24-37
The Holy Gospel according to Mark. Glory to you O Lord.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ.

** Gospel Acclamation
Please see gospel acclamation above.

Sermon The Rev. Susan Loney

** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Hymn of the Day

Healer of Our Every Il ELW 612
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Heal - er of our ev-'ry Iill, light of each to - mor - row,
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give us peace be - yond our fear, and hope be-yond our sor - roW.
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1 You who know our fears and sad - ness, grace us with your
2 In the pain and joy be - hold - ing how  your grace is
3 Give us strength to love each oth - er, ev - ry sis - fter,
4 You who know each  thought and feel - ing, teach us all your
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peace and glad-ness; Spir-it of all com-fort, fill our hearts.
still  un-fold-ing, give us all your vi - sion, God of love.
ev - 'ry broth-er; Spir-it of all kind-ness, be our guide.
way of heal-ing; Spir-it of com-pas-sion, fill each  heart.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: HEALER OF OUR EVERY ILL, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1987 GIA Publications. Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago. IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ,

God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
** Prayers of the People
FEach portion of the prayer ends with:

Response: Merciful God, receive our prayer.

** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Offering

Meal

Each week we give thanks to God for what God has given us: ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. A financial gift to St Stephen’s supports the work of the con-

gregation in our community.

** Offering Song

We Come to the Hungry Feast ELW 479
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I We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a word of peace.
2 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a world re - leased
3 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry that the hun - ger cease,
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To hun - gry hearts un - sat - is - fied the love of God 1is
from hun - gry folk of ev -ty kind, the poor in bod -y,
and know-ing, though we eat our fill, the hun - ger will stay
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not de - nied. We come, we  come to the hun- gry feast.
poor in mind. We come, we come to the hun - gry feast.
with us; still  we come, we come to the hun - gry feast.

Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943
Music: HUNGRY FEAST, Ray Makeever
Text and music © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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** Offering Prayer

Assisting Minister leads the offering prayer and the assembly responds: Amen.

** Dialogue
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and
praise.
** Preface
** Holy, Holy, Holy
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav’'n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san - na in  the high - est.
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Bless-ed is he who comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho -
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san-na in the high - est, ho -san - na in the high - est.

** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Thanksgiving at the Table

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,...be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.

** Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Lamb of God
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin  of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin  of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin  of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Communion

Holy Communion is a free gift of God’s grace and love. Everyone is welcome to
share in this meal. Receive bread and dip it into a chalice, consuming both ele-
ments at once. Our chalices contain red wine and amber-colored fruit juice. If you

wish to receive words of blessing, simply tell the minister.

Communion Hymn

Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup ELW 492
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Eat this bread, drink this cup. Taste and see the good-ness of God.
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Bread of life, cup of love, we re-joice in your pres-ence.
0 4
- ! I ! . y .
S [ N S N B S
_‘—hl'cl P ] qe= o [ —" -LQ)
-
1 I will bless the Lord at all times, praise with heart and voice;
2 Look up - on the Lord, be ra - diant, nev - er turn a - way.
3 An - gels fold their wings a-round us, guard through good and ill.
4 Saints of God, bow down and wor - ship, bless the ho - ly name.
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in my God 1 glo -ry for-ev-er: lis - ten and re - joice!
God will save in ev - 'ry af - flic- tion, hear us when we pray.
Those who seek the Lord will lack noth-ing; taste, and have your Aill.

Rise to

tell God’s great-ness for - ev - er,

won -drous deeds pro - claim!

Text: Jeremy Young, b. 1948, refrain; Witl: One Voice, stanzas, based on Ps. 34

Music: STONERIDGE, Jeremy Young
Text and music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Communion Blessing

** Post Communion Prayer
Together, let us pray.

Holy God,

you have welcomed us to this meal
and fed us with dignity at your table.
Send us now to welcome others

and to be at peace with one another,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Announcements

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Blessing

** Sending Hymn

Earth and All Stars verses 1, 4, 5

Sending

We are sent into the world to serve.
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1 Earth and all stars! Loud rush - ing plan - ets!
2 Trum - pet and pipes! Loud clash - ing cym - Dbals!
3 En - gines and steel! Loud pound - ing ham - mers!
4 Class-rooms and labs! Loud boil - ing test tubes!
5 Knowl-edge and truth! Loud sound-ing wis - dom!
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Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
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Hail, wind, and rain! Loud blow - ing snow - storm!
Harp, lute, and lyre! Loud hum - ming cel - los!
Lime - stone and  beams! Loud build - ing work - ers!
Ath - lete and  band! Loud cheer - ing peo - ple!
Daugh-ter  and son! Loud pray - ing mem - Dbers!
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Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!

** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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God has done mar - vel - ous things.
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I too  sing prais - es  with a  new song!

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926
Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson, 1922-1987
Text and music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

**  Dismissal

Go in peace,
To Love, To Invite, To Serve.

Let us follow Jesus.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude: Fugue in g minor

Flowers are given by Tom & Karleen Strayer
in celebration of their 32nd anniversary

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Participants in Today’s Service

Pastor:

The Rev. Susan Loney
pastor@ststeph.org
Music Director:
Claudio Espejo
Assisting Minister/Lector:
Ann Iona Warner

Altar Guild:
Karleen Strayer

Usher:
John Gordon

Camera:
John Gordon

Ministers:
The people of St. Stephen’s

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram.
Text the word “welcome” to 855-965-5200 to receive our weekly e-newsletter.
May God go with you today and every day.

Worship elements taken from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004228.
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Used by permission.
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