
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
HOLY COMMUNION

  
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 8, 2024

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude: Prelude in g minor                                                                                    Bach                                                                                                                                           

Welcome

Joys & Concerns

**  Confession and Forgiveness
 Blessed be the holy Trinity, 9 one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen.

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing.

Silence is kept for reflection.

You are welcome here! As a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the ELCA, we 
believe that the gospel is God’s gift to all people, shared unconditionally and without 
regard to race, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic 
or family status, age, physical or mental abilities, outward appearance, or religious 
affiliation. We seek racial equality and justice. In this way, we live into the truth writ-
ten in Ephesians (2:14)—that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between us and 
makes us one.
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Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. 
We confess that we have honored you with our lips, 
but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues. 
The cravings at war within us 
cause conflicts and disputes. 
In our desire to be first 
we make distinctions among ourselves. 
We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last. 
In your great mercy, forgive us our sins. 
Draw near to us with grace in time of need, 
and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God promises to forgive our iniquity 
and to remember our sin no more. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of 9 Jesus Christ, 
the source of eternal healing, 
your sins are forgiven. Amen. 
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**  Gathering Hymn
Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace                                                                  ELW 716

** Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.
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**  Kyrie

**  Hymn of Praise
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** Prayer of the Day
Assisting Minister leads the prayer of the day and the assembly responds: Amen.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

First Reading                                                                           James 2:1-10, 14-17 

Word of God, Word of Life.			 
Thanks be to God.        

Psalm                                                                                                      Psalm 146 
1Praise the LORD! 
 Praise the LORD, O my soul!

 2I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
 I will sing praises to my God all my life long.

 3Do not put your trust in princes, 
 in mortals, in whom there is no help.

 4When their breath departs, they return to the earth; 
 on that very day their plans perish.

 5Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
 whose hope is in the LORD their God,

 6who made heaven and earth, 
 the sea, and all that is in them; 
 who keeps faith forever;

 7who executes justice for the oppressed; 
 who gives food to the hungry. 
 The LORD sets the prisoners free;

 8the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 
 The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
 the LORD loves the righteous.
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 9The LORD watches over the strangers; 
 he upholds the orphan and the widow, 
 but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.

 10The LORD will reign forever, 
 your God, O Zion, for all generations. 
 Praise the LORD!

**  Gospel Acclamation                                     

**  Gospel                                                                                               Mark 7:24-37 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 		  Glory to you O Lord.

The Gospel of the Lord.				    Praise to you O Christ.

**  Gospel Acclamation 
Please see gospel acclamation above.

Sermon                                                                                  The Rev. Susan Loney
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**  Hymn of the Day
Healer of Our Every Ill                                                                                            ELW 612
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**  Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ,  
God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.

**  Prayers of the People
Each portion of the prayer ends with:

Response: 	 Merciful God,			   receive our prayer.         
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Meal
Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you. 			 
And also with you.

Offering
Each week we give thanks to God for what God has given us: ourselves, our time, 
and our possessions. A financial gift to St Stephen’s supports the work of the con-
gregation in our community.  

** Offering Song
We Come to the Hungry Feast                                                                              ELW 479
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** Offering Prayer
Assisting Minister leads the offering prayer and the assembly responds: Amen.

** Dialogue
The Lord be with you.				    And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.				    We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.	 It is right to give our thanks and 	
							       praise.

** Preface

**  Holy, Holy, Holy
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** Thanksgiving at the Table
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,…be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.

**  Lord’s Prayer      
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,  

        on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen.                                                                            

Invitation to Communion

Lamb of God
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Communion
Holy Communion is a free gift of God’s grace and love. Everyone is welcome to 
share in this meal. Receive bread and dip it into a chalice, consuming both ele-
ments at once. Our chalices contain red wine and amber-colored fruit juice. If you 
wish to receive words of blessing, simply tell the minister.

Communion Hymn 
Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup                                                                           ELW 492
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Communion Blessing                                                                                 

**  Post Communion Prayer
Together, let us pray.

Holy God, 
you have welcomed us to this meal 
and fed us with dignity at your table. 
Send us now to welcome others 
and to be at peace with one another, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Announcements
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Sending
We are sent into the world to serve.      

**  Blessing

**  Sending Hymn
Earth and All Stars verses 1, 4, 5                                                                         ELW 731
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**   Dismissal
Go in peace, 
To Love, To Invite, To Serve. 

Let us follow Jesus. 
Thanks be to God.  

Postlude: Fugue in g minor                                                                                        Bach

Flowers are given by Tom & Karleen Strayer 
in celebration of their 32nd anniversary        



Participants in Today’s Service

Pastor:
The Rev. Susan Loney 

pastor@ststeph.org

Music Director: 
Claudio Espejo

Assisting Minister/Lector: 
Ann Iona Warner

Altar Guild: 
Karleen Strayer

Usher: 
John Gordon

Camera: 
John Gordon

Ministers:  
The people of St. Stephen’s

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram. 
Text the word “welcome” to 855-965-5200 to receive our weekly e-newsletter. 

May God go with you today and every day.
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