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Thanksgiving

November 24, 2024

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude

Welcome

Joys & Concerns

**  Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, 9 one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 

Amen.

Let us come in truth before the one who loves us 
and has freed us from our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

You are welcome here! As a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the ELCA, we 
believe that the gospel is God’s gift to all people, shared unconditionally and without 
regard to race, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic 
or family status, age, physical or mental abilities, outward appearance, or religious 
affiliation. We seek racial equality and justice. In this way, we live into the truth writ-
ten in Ephesians (2:14)—that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between us and 
makes us one.
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Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy,
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts cannot rest. 
Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen.

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are  9 forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation.
Amen. 

**  Gathering Hymn
Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise                                                                    ELW 834
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** Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.
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**  Kyrie
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**  Hymn of Praise

** Prayer of the Day
Assisting Minister leads the prayer of the day and the assembly responds: Amen.
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Word
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

First Reading                                                                                       Joel 2:21-27
Word of God, Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God.        

Psalm                                                                                                      Psalm 126  
 1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
  we were like those who dream.

 2 Then our mouth was filled with laughter 
  and our tongue with shouts of joy; 
  then it was said among the nations, 
  “The Lord has done great things for them.”

 3 The Lord has done great things for us, 
  and we rejoiced.
 4 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 
  like the watercourses in the Negeb.

 5 May those who sow in tears 
  reap with shouts of joy.

 6 Those who go out weeping, 
  bearing the seed for sowing, 
  shall come home with shouts of joy, 
  carrying their sheaves.

Second Reading                                                                            1 Timothy 2:1-7
Word of God, Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God.     
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**  Gospel Acclamation                                     

**  Gospel                                                                                         Matthew 6:25-33

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.    
Glory to you O Lord.

The Gospel of the Lord.     
Praise to you O Christ.

**  Gospel Acclamation 
Please see gospel acclamation above.

Reflection                                                                                     Michael Farthing
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**  Hymn of the Day
For the Beauty of the Earth                                                                                   ELW 879
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**  Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ,  
God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.

**  Prayers of the People
Each portion of the prayer ends with:

Response:  Merciful God,   receive our prayer.  

Meal
Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.    And also with you.

Offering
Each week we give thanks to God for what God has given us: ourselves, our time, 
and our possessions. A financial gift to St Stephen’s supports the work of the con-
gregation in our community.  
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** Offering Song
Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness                                                                    ELW 489
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** Offering Prayer
Assisting Minister leads the offering prayer and the assembly responds: Amen.

** Dialogue
The Lord be with you.    And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.    We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and  
       praise.

** Preface

**  Holy, Holy, Holy
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** Thanksgiving at the Table
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,…be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.

**  Lord’s Prayer      
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,  

        on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen.                                                                            

Invitation to Communion
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Lamb of God

Communion
Holy Communion is a free gift of God’s grace and love. Everyone is welcome to 
share in this meal. Come forward, take an empty cup from the table, then kneel or 
stand along the Communion rail. If you require GF wafers, please tell the minister. 
Our chalices contain red wine and amber-colored juice. As you return to your seat, 
place your used cup in the receptable at the end of the first row of pews. If you wish 
to receive words of blessing, simply tell the minister. 
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Communion Hymn 
Come, Let Us Eat                                                                                                      ELW 491
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Communion Blessing                                                                                 

**  Post Communion Prayer
Together, let us pray.

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Announcements
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Sending
We are sent into the world to serve.      

**  Blessing

**  Sending Hymn
Let All Things Now Living                                                                                     ELW 881
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**  Dismissal

Go in peace,    
To Love, To Invite, To Serve.  
Live generously.  
Thanks be to God.  

Postlude

Flowers are given by Betty Sperati 
celebrating Bill’s 75th birthday and Aurora’s 15th birthday



Participants in Today’s Service

Presiding Minister:
The Rev. Karen Weber

Music Director: 
Claudio Espejo

Assisting Minister/Lector: 
Michael Farthing

Altar Guild: 
Michele Torchia

Usher: 

Camera: 
John Gordon

Ministers:  
The people of St. Stephen’s

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram. 
Text the word “welcome” to 855-965-5200 to receive our weekly e-newsletter. 

May God go with you today and every day.
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