St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
HOLY COMMUNION

Second Sunday of Advent
December 8, 2024

You are welcome here! As a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the ELCA, we
believe that the gospel is God’s gift to all people, shared unconditionally and without
regard to race, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic
or family status, age, physical or mental abilities, outward appearance, or religious
affiliation. We seek racial equality and justice. In this way, we live into the truth writ-
ten in Ephesians (2:14)—that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between us and
makes us one.

Gathering

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude
Welcome
Joys & Concerns

** Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God,
alive in the world,

reviving creation,

arriving soon.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.



God of mercy,

we confess that we have sinned.

We trust earthly powers and human authority alone.
We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts.

God of might,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have turned away from our neighbors.
We have trusted false promises.

God in our midst,

we confess that we have sinned.
We plead: come to us.

Bring your mercy to birth in us.

A righteous branch springs forth:

it is Christ the Lord, our Savior,

in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy.
By the power of the Holy Spirit,

receive the grace and forgiveness of God

through s Christ Jesus,
whose day draws near.
Amen.
** Gathering Hymn
People, Look East
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1 Peo - ple, look east. The time is near of the crown-ing
2 Fur - rows, be glad. Though earth i1s bare, one more seed is
3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the
4 An - gels an - nounce with shouts of mirth him who brings new
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** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-19

65

Music: BESANCON, French carol; arr. Barry Rose, b. 1934
Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates.
Arr. © 1999 Novello & Company Ltd., London, United Kingdom. All rights reserved. International copyright secured.
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of the year. Make your house fair as you are a - ble,
plant - ed there. Give up your strength the seed to nour - ish,
bowl shall brim, shin - ing be - yond the frost - y weath - er,
life to earth. Set ev -'ry peak and val - ley hum - ming
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trim the hearth and set the ta - ble. Peo-ple, look
that in course the flow’r may flour - ish. Peo -ple, look
bright as sun and moon to - geth - er. Peo-ple, look
with  the word, the Lord is com - ing. Peo - ple, look
- r3 _ _ . §
—r e
f F 7
b )
s | , . .
S
HH ¥ P y A A — — |
\\av | > : o
J P : . o =
_Lr T
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Guest, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Rose, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Star, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Lord, is on the way.
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** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Lighting the Advent Wreath

We praise you, O God, for this circle of light

that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.

As we light the candles on this wreath,
kindle within us the fire of your Spirit,

that we may be light shining in the darkness.

Enlighten us with your grace,

that we may welcome others as you have welcomed us.

Grant this through Christ our Lord,

whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. Amen.

Light the second candle as we sing the advent hymn.

** Advent Hymn

We Are Waiting for Jesus ACS 905
ﬁ — I = I  — I —

e e e o e e o e s o e e
Qg PEEse—— e
I We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je sus brings peace.

2 We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je sus brings peace.
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We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je sus brings peace.
We are wait - ing for Je SUS; Je sus brings peace.
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Sun of jus - tice, shine up-on wus; we are trust - ing

in your prom- ise.

Lov-ing Shep-herd, walk be-side us, stir our hearts, and gent - ly guide us,
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We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je sus brings peace.
We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je sus brings peace.

Text: John Helgen, b. 1957
Music: JESUS BRINGS PEACE, John Helgen
Text and musse © 2003 Augsburg Fortress

** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Prayer of the Day

Assisting Minister leads the prayer of the day and the assembly responds: Amen.

Word

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

First Reading Malachi 3:1-4
Word of God, Word of Life.

Thanks be to God.

Psalmody: Luke 1:68-79 — Blessed Be the God of Israel ELW 552
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I Blessed be the God of Is - ra - el who comes to set us free
2 With prom-ised mer - cy will God still the cov - e - nant re - call,
3 My child, as proph-et of the Lord you will pre-pare the way,
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and rais -es up new  hope for us: a Branch from Da-vid’s tree.
the oath once sworn to A - bra-ham, from foes to save us all;
to  tell God’s peo - ple they are saved from sin’s e - ter-nal sway.
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** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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So  have the proph-ets long de-clared that with a might-y arm
that we might wor - ship with-out fear and  of - fer lives of praise,
Then shall God’s mer - cy from on high shine forth and nev - er  cease
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God would turn back our en - e - mies and all who wish us  harm.
in ho - 1li - ness and righ - teous-ness to serve God all our days.
to drive a - way the  gloom of death and lead us in-to  peace.
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Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
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Music: FOREST GREEN, English folk tune; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Outside USA: Arr. from The English Hymnal, © Oxford University Press 1906. All rights reserved.

Second Reading

Philippians 1:3-11

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
** Gospel Acclamation
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** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Gospel

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.

The Gospel of the Lord.

** Gospel Acclamation

Luke 21:25-36

Glory to you O Lord.

Praise to you O Christ.

Please see gospel acclamation on page dé.

Sermon

** Hymn of the Day

The Rev. Susan Loney

Unexpected and Mysterious ELW 258
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1 Un-ex -pect - ed and mys - te - rious is the gen - tle
2 In a mo - men -tar - y meet - ing of e -ter - ni-
3 We are called to pon - der mys try and a - wait the
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ty and time, Mar-y learned that she would car -
com - ing Christ, to em-bod - y Gods com - pas -
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ry both the mor - tal and  di - vine. Then she learned of
sion for each frag - ile hu - man life. God is with us
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in our cour - age and we doubtwhat we haveknown, God is

God’s com-pas - sion,
in our long - ing

of E - liz - a-beth’s great joy,
to bring heal - ing

to

and she
the earth, while we

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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faith - ful to con-sole us as a moth-er tends her own.
ran (o greet the wom - an who would rec - og-nize her boy.
watchwith  joy and won - der for the prom-ised Sav-ior’s birth.

Text: Jeannette M. Lindholm, b. 1961
Music: ST. HELENA, Calvin Hampton, 1938-1984
Text © 2002 Jeannette M. Lindholm, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music © 1977 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 8(¥.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Prayers of the People
Each portion of the prayer ends with:

Response: Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Meal

Sharing of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Offering
Each week we give thanks to God for what God has given us: ourselves, our time,

and our possessions. A financial gift to St Stephen’s supports the work of the con-
gregation in our community.

** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Offering Song
He Came Down

ELW 253
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He came down that we may have love;
He came down that we may have light;
He came down that we may have peace;
He came down that we may have joy;
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he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have light;
he came down that we may have peace;
he came down that we may have joy;

he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have light;
he came down that we may have peace;
he came down that we may have joy;
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hal-le - lu - jah for-ev-er - more.

VA IV

Text: Cameroon traditional
Music: HE CAME DOWN, Cameroon traditional; arr. John L. Bell, b. 1949

Arr. © 1986 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

** Offering Prayer
Assisting Minister leads the offering prayer and the assembly responds: Amen.

** Dialogue

The Lord be with you.
Lift up your hearts.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

And also with you.

L—z—1

We lift them to the Lord.

It is right to give our thanks and
praise.

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Preface

** Holy, Holy, Holy
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho -ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav-en and earth are full of your glo-ry. Ho - san-na in the
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high - est. Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho -
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san-na in the high-est. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

** Thanksgiving at the Table

Holy one, the beginning and the end,.. let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Amen.

With this bread and cup

we remember your Word dwelling among us,

full of grace and truth.

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming,.

Come, Lord Jesus.

** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.

Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.

Fill us with your light.

Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,

Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,

one God, now and forever.
Amen.

** Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the world; have mer - cy on
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world; have mer - cy on  us. Lamb of God, you
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Communion

Holy Communion is a free gift of God’s grace and love. Everyone is welcome to
share in this meal. Come forward, take an empty cup from the table, then kneel or
stand along the Communion rail. If you require GF wafers, please tell the minister.
Our chalices contain red wine and amber-colored juice. As you return to your seat,
place your used cup in the receptable at the end of the first row of pews. If you wish
to receive words of blessing, simply tell the minister.

Communion Hymn

We Come Now to Your Table ACS 970
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We come now to your ta-ble, Lord, you are the  Liv-ing Bread.
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** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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and now may ev-'ry soul be fed with Liv - ing Bread
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Text: Caribbean Conference of Churches Jamaica workshop
Music: LIVING BREAD, 5t Vincent traditional, adapt.; arr, Patrick Preacod, 1932-2013

Text and music € Caribbean Conference of Churches

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Communion Blessing

** Post Communion Prayer
Together, let us pray.

Generous God,

we thank you for the gift of life,

for the bread of salvation.

We thank you for coming among us,

for leading us into peace.

We thank you for showering us with mercy,
for sending us into the world.

Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us

as we feed the hungry in your name.
Amen.

Announcements

Sending
We are sent into the world to serve.
** Blessing
** Sending Hymn
Hark, the Glad Sound! ELW 239
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1 Hark,the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, the Sav - ior
2 He comes the pris - ’'ners (o re - lease, in Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro - ken  heart to bind,  the bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san - nas, Prince of peace, your wel - come
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** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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prom - ised long; let ev - ry heart pre
bond - age held. The gates of brass be
soul to cure, and with the trea -  sures
shall pro - claim, and heav’'n’s e - ter - nal
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pare a  throne and ev - ry voice a song.
fore him burst, the i - ron fet - ters yield.
of his grace toen - rich the hum - ble poor.
arch - es ring with your be - lov - ed name.
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Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751
Music: CHESTERFIELD, Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820
*% H H
Dismissal

Go in peace,

To Love, To Invite, To Serve.
Prepare the way!

Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Flowers are given by John Rodammer in celebration of Advent.

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Participants in Today’s Service

Pastor:

The Rev. Susan Loney
pastor@ststeph.org
Music Director:
Claudio Espejo
Assisting Minister/Lector:
Betty Sperati

Altar Guild:
Sally Dudderar

Usher:

Camera:
John Gordon

Ministers:
The people of St. Stephen’s

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram.
Text the word “welcome” to 855-965-5200 to receive our weekly e-newsletter.
May God go with you today and every day.

Worship elements taken from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004228.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.

Used by permission.
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