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You are welcome here! As a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the ELCA, we believe 
that the gospel is God’s gift to all people, shared unconditionally and without regard to 
race, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic or family 
status, age, physical or mental abilities, outward appearance, or religious affiliation. We 
seek racial equality and justice. In this way, we live into the truth (Ephesians 2:14)—
that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between us and makes us one.
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Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude               

Welcome

Joys & Concerns

**  Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, 9 one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy  
endures forever. Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate One, 
you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, 
but our lives do not always reflect you 
and your love for the world. 
We do not show others the tender compassion 
you have shown to us.
We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality 
you grant to all people.
We oppress others, 
even though you have set us free again and again. 
We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. 
Transform our lives 
and guide us again in the way of the cross. Amen.

Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the 
wandering ones home. In 9 Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
You have a place in God’s house forever. 
Amen.
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**  Gathering Hymn: I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say                                            ELW 332
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** Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.

**  Kyrie
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** Prayer of the Day 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.

Let us pray.

O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and brought them to the 
promised land. Guide us now, so that, following your Son, we may walk safely 
through the wilderness of this world toward the life you alone can give, through Je-
sus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.
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Word
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

First Reading                                                                        Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

Word of God, Word of Life.			    
Thanks be to God.        

Psalm                                                                                               Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
1You who live in the shelter of the Most High, 
 who abide in the shadow of the Almighty,

 2will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress; 
 my God, in whom I trust.”

 9Because you have made the LORD your refuge, 
 the Most High your dwelling place,

 10no evil shall befall you, 
 no scourge come near your tent.

 11For he will command his angels concerning you 
 to guard you in all your ways.

 12On their hands they will bear you up, 
 so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.

 13You will tread on the lion and the adder, 
 the young lion and the serpent you will trample under foot.

 14Those who love me, I will deliver; 
 I will protect those who know my name.

 15When they call to me, I will answer them; 
 I will be with them in trouble, 
 I will rescue them and honor them.

 16With long life I will satisfy them, 
 and show them my salvation.
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**  Gospel Acclamation                                     

**  Gospel                                                                                                   Luke 4:1-13  

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 		  Glory to you O Lord.
The Gospel of the Lord.				    Praise to you O Christ.

**  Gospel Acclamation                               
Please see gospel acclamation above.

Sermon                                                                                           The Rev. Susan Loney
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**  Hymn of the Day
O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days                                                               ELW 319
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**  Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ,  
God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.

**  Prayers of the People 
Each portion of the prayer ends with:

Response: 	 God in your mercy,			   receive our prayer.  

Meal
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you. 			 
And also with you.
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Offering
Each week we give thanks to God for what God has given us: ourselves, our time, 
and our possessions. A financial gift to St. Stephen’s supports the congregation’s 
work in our community.  

** Offering Song
Where Charity and Love Prevail                                                                          ELW 359
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** Offering Prayer 
Gracious Provider, 
you set your immense treasures among us, 
opening your heart to the world. 
As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, 
treasures with others, 
through our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

** Dialogue
The Lord be with you.				    And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.				    We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.	 It is right to give our thanks and 	
							       praise.

** Preface

**  Holy, Holy, Holy
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** Thanksgiving at the Table

**  Lord’s Prayer      
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,  

        on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen.                                                                            

**  Invitation to Communion

Lamb of God
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Communion
Holy Communion is a free gift of God’s grace and love. Everyone is welcome to 
share in this meal. Come forward, take an empty cup from the table, then kneel or 
stand along the Communion rail. If you require GF wafers, please tell the minister. 
Our chalices contain red wine and amber-colored juice. As you return to your seat, 
place your used cup in the receptable at the end of the first row of pews. If you wish 
to receive words of blessing, simply tell the minister. 

Communion Hymn 
As the Grains of Wheat                                                                                         ELW 465
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**  Communion Blessing                                                                                 

**  Post Communion Prayer 
Together, let us pray.

Generous Host, 
you have shared your feast with us and made us new. 
Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities, 
that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom, 
in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.

Announcements 

Sending
We are sent into the world to serve.      

**  Blessing
God our tender parent, 
God the crucified one, 
God the reconciling Spirit, 
9 bless you you now and forever. 
Amen.

**  Sending Hymn
Jesus, Still Lead On                                                                                                 ELW 624
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**  Dismissal 
Go in peace, 			    
To Love, To Invite, To Serve.  
God is gracious and merciful.			    
Thanks be to God.  

Postlude

Flowers are given by Bill & Betty Sperati 
in honor of Becky Sperarti’s birthday



Participants in Today’s Service

Pastor:
The Rev. Susan Loney 

pastor@ststeph.org

Music Director: 
Dr. Claudio Espejo

Assisting Minister/Lector: 
Karen Weber

Usher: 
John Gordon

Altar Guild: 
Carol Landry

Ministers:  
The people of St. Stephen’s

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram. 
Text the word “welcome” to 855-965-5200 to receive our weekly e-newsletter. 

May God go with you today and every day.
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