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Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

You are welcome here! As a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the ELCA, we 
believe that the gospel is God’s gift to all people, shared unconditionally and without 
regard to race, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-eco-
nomic or family status, age, physical or mental abilities, outward appearance, or 
religious affiliation. We seek racial equality and justice. In this way, we live into 
the truth written in Ephesians (2:14)—that Christ breaks down the dividing walls 
between us and makes us one. 

Prelude

Welcome 

Joys and Concerns 

** Call to Worship
God is our light and our salvation, 
our refuge and our stronghold.

From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
we praise your name, O God.

For with you is the fountain of life, 
and in your light we see light.
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Word
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

First Lesson: Genesis 1:1-5 						                Tim Gough

Spoken Response: “I Wake Close to Morning” by Mary Olivier      Ann Dransfield

**  Hymn
Light Shone in Darkness                                                                                       ELW 307
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Second Lesson: Exodus 13:17-22  					                Bill Sperati

Spoken Response: “Don’t Give Me the Whole Truth” by Olav Hauge       Ann Dransfield

**  Hymn
Bless Now, O God, the Journey                                                                             ELW 326
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Third Lesson: Isaiah 9:2-7 						              John Gordon

Spoken Response: A Prayer from Thomas Merton 	              Michael Farthing

**   Hymn
Each Winter as the Year Grows Older                                                                ELW 252
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Fourth Lesson: Isaiah 60:1-6 				                    Bob Linderman

Spoken Response: “IBC:AD” by U.A. Fanthorpe 			           John Gordon

**  Hymn
O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright! Verses 1 & 3                                      ELW 308
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Fifth Lesson: John 1:1-14 					                 Michael Farthing

Spoken Response: “Epiphany” by Joyce Rupp  		                Michele Torchia

**  Prayers of the People
Each portion of the prayer ends with:

Response: 	 Lord, in your mercy,			  receive our prayer.                                

Meal
**  Sharing of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you. 		   
And also with you.

Offering
Each week we give thanks to God for what God has given us: ourselves, our time, 
and our possessions. A financial gift to St Stephen’s supports the work of the 
congregation in our community.                                                       
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** Offering Song
Love Has Come                                                                                                        ELW 292

** Offering Prayer
Assisting Minister leads the offering prayer and the assembly responds: Amen.

** Words of Institution
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**  Lord’s Prayer      
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.                                                                          

Invitation to Communion

Communion
Holy Communion is a free gift of God’s grace and love. Everyone is welcome to 
share in this meal. Come forward, take an empty cup from the table, then kneel or 
stand along the Communion rail. If you require GF wafers, please tell the minister. 
Our chalices contain red wine and amber-colored juice. As you return to your seat, 
place your used cup in the receptable at the end of the first row of pews. If you wish 
to receive words of blessing, simply tell the minister. 

Communion Hymn 
What Feast of Love                                                                                                 ELW 487
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Communion Blessing 

Announcements

Sending
We are sent into the world to serve.    

**  Sixth Lesson: Matthew 5:14-16 					               Tim Gough

**  Spoken Response: “Blessed Are You Who Bear the Light” by Jan Richardson      
										                      Pastor Sue                                              

**  Sending Song
Drawn to the Light                                                                                                 ELW 593
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**   Dismissal
Go in peace, 			 
To Love, To Invite, To Serve.  
The light shines in the darkness. 
Thanks be to God.  

Postlude

Chancel flowers are given by Bill & Betty Sperati  
in honor of Joshua Sperati’s birthday.

                             





Participants in Today’s Service

Pastor:
The Rev. Susan Loney 

pastor@ststeph.org

Music Director: 
Claudio Espejo

Assisting Minister: 
Tim Gough

Lectors: 
Ann Dransfield, Michael Farthing, John Gordon 

Bob Linderman, William Sperati, Michele Torchia

Altar Guild: 
Karleen Strayer

Ministers:  
The people of St. Stephen’s

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram. 
Text the word “welcome” to 855-965-5200 to receive our weekly e-newsletter. 

May God go with you today and every day.
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